
Nantucket School Committee Meeting 

September 1, 2009 

 

Present:  Dr. Timothy Lepore, Mrs. Robin Harvey, Mrs. Jenny Garneau, Mrs. Melissa 

Bonvini-Murphy, Mrs. Helene Blair, and Dr. Robert Pellicone. 

 

The regular meeting was called to order from executive session at 6:00 PM in the high 

school cafeteria. 

 

Mrs. Murphy moved to amend the agenda to include approval of Nantucket High School 

handbook under Committee discussion and votes to be taken.  Mrs. Garneau seconded.  

So voted. 

 

Presentations and discussions:  NES Administration:  Roles & Responsibilities:  Mr. 

Aguiar gave an overview of the new administrative structure where each administrator 

has detailed roles and responsibilities.  The supervisory principal’s duties will include 

evaluating teachers and other support personnel, maintain relations with parents and the 

general public, and develop, organize and promote the NES School Improvement Plan.  

The assistant principals’ duties will include coordinating curriculum development, 

evaluating teaching assistants, coaching teachers in the classroom and planning, 

organizing and coordinating the Wednesday professional development days.  The date 

coordinator will develop the master schedules, oversee the implementation of the math 

program, evaluate teaching assistants, develop a behavior plan and organize and maintain 

the curriculum, and present data analysis and interpretation to the teaching staff and the 

school committee.  A student handbook has been translated and will be distributed to 

Latino families.  A handbook containing policies for the elementary school has been 

revised and updated and will be distributed to families.  The NES School Improvement 

Plan will be ready for Committee review on October 9.  Mr. Aguiar stated that he was 

pleased to work with the new assistant principals and data coordinator and considered it a 

privilege. 

 

Nina Slade reported on the professional development plan that addressed three initiatives:  

math instruction, responsive classroom, and ELA. 

 

Food Service Program Review:  Linda Peterson highlighted the program in areas that 

included pricing, prepayments, billing, and online payments.  She explained the process 

for free and reduced applications and feeding students who are sort on funds.  An update 

will be given to the Committee at a future date.  Mrs. Murphy applauded the efforts Ms. 

Peterson and the program.  

 

District Academic Calendar:  The calendar will be ready next week and will be available 

at the schools and at different sites around town.  Parents will be notified when it’s 

available. 

 

Flu Update:  Dr. Lepore reported that the flu was anticipated to return this fall.  He will 

be meeting with hospital administration to discuss the possible offering of mass 



immunization.  The vaccine won’t be available until the end of September or early 

October.  The federal government is interested in getting as many people vaccinated as 

possible. 

 

Vito Capizzo Celebration – September 6:  A celebration to recognize the long, illustrious 

career of Vito Capizzo as a coach, athletic director, and a friend to students will be held 

on September 6.  There will be speakers and a Boosters-sponsored cookout 

 

Comments from the public:  Ms. McNeely reported that a few more people were needed 

for a Masters program being offered here.  

 

Mrs. Blair moved to approve the invoices and transfers.  Mrs. Murphy seconded.  So 

voted. 

 

Ad Hoc Fiscal Committee Appointment:  Mrs. Blair nominated Suzanne Gardner, Mrs. 

Murphy nominated Holly McGowan.  The vote was three votes for Holly McGowan and 

two votes for Suzanne Gardner. 

 

Roundabout:  Mrs. Harvey stated that after hearing opposition from community members 

she was changing her vote.  Mrs. Blair stated that she was opposed to the project as speed 

was an issue.  Mrs. Garneau personally felt that the roundabout was a good idea as data 

showed that it was safe.  Mrs. Murphy stated that she felt undecided after she had spoken 

with the police, the Planning Board and received emails that were not supportive.  She 

felt more work needed to be done.  Dr. Lepore thought it was potentially dangerous.  Mr. 

Kopko felt it was a matter of quantifying cost vs. safety with convenience for traffic flow 

and cost being safety; roundabouts speed things up.  He asked the Committee to not give 

the land for convenience.  Mr. Barrett felt that safety was the big issue.  Mr. McGrady 

stated that nothing stops traffic better than stop signs.  He feared that there would be a 

bad accident and hoped that the Committee would not allow the designation of school 

property as necessary.  Dr. Lepore made a motion not to designate school property not 

necessary for educational purposes.  Mrs Blair seconded.  So voted. 

 

Ratification of Teaching Assistant Contract:  Mrs. Blair moved to ratify the Teaching 

Assistant Contract.  Mrs. Murphy seconded.  Mrs. Murphy commended the hard work of 

the NTA, Robin Harvey and Dr. Lepore for their hard work.  Mrs. Harvey thanked Steve 

Sortevik for his tireless work.  So voted. 

 

Mrs. Blair left the meeting at 7:25 PM. 

 

Approval of Nantucket High School Handbook:   The handbook, designed with a new 

logo, will be e-mailed to parents.  Mrs. Garneau moved to approve the handbook.  Mrs. 

Harvey seconded.  So voted. 

 

Superintendent’s Report:  Goals – 2009-10 – Reaction:  the Committee asked for a few 

revisions.  The goals will be brought to the next meeting.   



 

Walker Partnerships Visit:  They will be here tomorrow to give an overview of the report 

to the staff. 

 

Sub-Committee Reports:  Ad Hoc Fiscal Committees members were given an assignment 

patterned after a military exercise where they had to save 3 million dollars. 

 

Mrs. Harvey reported that Stop & Shop was starting a program where every time a card 

was used money from products goes to the schools. 

 

Mrs. Garneau moved to approve the minutes of July 21, 2009 and August 4, 2009. 

 

Next meeting date:  September 15, 2009.  Topics will include Superintendent’s goals, 

MCAS results, Flu update, and principal search. 

 

Mrs. Garneau reported that September 6-12 is Suicide Prevention Week.  Dr. Macy will 

be here to meet with staff and hold a public forum at 7:000 PM. 

 

Mrs. Murphy moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:40 PM.  Mrs. Harvey seconded.  So 

voted. 


